CHAPTER XIII
CONCERNING PUBLIC RECORDS

SECTION I
The Public Registers !

THE accounts (afmal) of taxes (rusftm) and dues (hu-
quq) entered (ithbat) in the public registers are subject to
the following rules: The jurisdiction of each city is
marked out so that there is no overlapping, and moreover
the districts (nahiyah) of each city are entered separately
when they are subject to exceptional treatment; this is
also true of the individual estates (dayfah) of a district
when they are treated in an exceptional way, but if all the
estates are subject to the same rules, then they are not
treated separately.

The way in which the city has been conquered, e. g.,
whether by assault or peace, is also recorded; and further-
more a record is entered of the status which was given to
its lands, e. g., whether kharaj or tithe lands, and whether
or not the different districts of the city are subject to the
same rules.

1 Mawardi, pp. 356-360.

Al-Mawardi distinguishes between ithbdt and raf. Ithbdt means to
enter a record in a register; raf, to make a report to the registrar in
order to have it recorded. Ithbdt al-rufu would then mean the enter-
ing of such reports. Hal means a statement of account. The French
etat renders it exactly. Ikhrdj means to prepare such a statement by
reference to the registers.
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